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This papers aims at showing that, because of inconsistent national and subnational 

policies on language variation, European legislation is held up and chances for transnational 

communication in Europe are ignored.  

For linguists all language varieties are equal in all respects, but we all know that, in 

some language varieties have more prestige than others. There is, in other words, a huge 

difference in social status. The European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages is 

adopted to protect and promote historical regional and minority languages. Due to 

inconsistent national and provincial policies however, the Charter does not work as it should. 

Social status prevails over linguistic criteria. In the Netherlands for instance, some regional 

languages are protected and others are not, because the latter are considered to be dialects of 

the standard language. This linguistic criterion does not hold, since policy is bound by 

administrative borders in stead of isoglosses.  

Some of the regional languages and dialects, Limburgish and Brabantish, are also 

spoken in Belgium (and Limburgish also in Germany). These dialect continua could be 

excellent examples of regional linguae francae across state borders. Belgium however has not 

ratified the European Charter: Limburgish now is a protected regional language in the 

Netherlands and merely a group of dialects in Belgium. Again, policy is bound by 

administrative borders in stead of isoglosses and social status prevails over linguistic criteria. 

This discriminative behavior can be regarded as linguicism (cf. a.o. Kontra 2006). 

Reker (2002) makes a strong plea against this treatment of regional varieties in Belgium and 

the Netherland. Since then various other procedures of language protection have started, 

leading to a mosaic of regional language policy.  
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