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Under various programs initiated by the international organizations as the World 

Bank, UN – different agencies and programs, with the large support of inter-

governmental institutions in Europe, Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

(OSCE) and Council of Europe (CoE), and with coordinate strategies run by UE, 

(Council, European Parliament, Commission, forums …) the Rroma minority of 

Romania is achieving its capacity of being well represented on the international 

welcoming arena.  That means, that after fifteen years of programs in education 

devoted to emancipate the Rroma populations, we can find in different forums, well 

educated and clearly orientated minority representatives. We can meet a Rroma elite. 

We can find the evidences of its presence, mainly, after 2007.  

It is well connected in different international networks. It is also prepared to speak 

for itself in the terms and the concept of the current policies. That means that the new 

elite has the power to mobilize international forces in favor of the continuous 

creation of the new opportunities for their native group; they have the position to 

endorse their rights, and they have the ”window” to speak publicly for Rroma. They 

have also good capacities of driving more and more material support for the 

emancipation of Rroma people. 

But, until now,  what was happened, the new elite is transferring only limitedly its 

expertise to the grass roots. That is why, the new Rroma generations – in their poor 

villages or in the miserable blocks in small towns or big cities – do not aggregated as 

a political actor and do not presented its candidates in the local and national 

elections. What happen now, seems to be the time of evaluation! The international 

elite, had to pay for its comfortable position. They have to come to work at home. 

Shell they be connected to the others domestic elite? Shell they be effective?  

Beside the international Rroma elite, a domestic one – composed by the Rroma 

graduated students in Law, Political Science, Social Work, Sociology … - is rising its 

standards in thinking and acting for the Rroma communities. In their elite status, 

they are completely depending on the results in ”illuminating” their bothers, and to 

perform politically. They domestic elite is quite a significant group. They had some 

expertise,  and they had a good opportunity: large cohorts of young Rroma with the 



right to vote, largely literate and some of them basically educated and with western 

experience.  Shell they be able to get their local counselors in each communities? 

Shall they be able to connect the Rroma local counselors in the same network and to 

run it to be performing?        

 The first good sign is the proof of regional coordination. The second, it is even more 

sophisticate. Its now – 2012 local elections preparing – when, for the first times, the 

Rroma groups is constantly negotiate their political support in local elections in 

terms of political positions in the local council.  

The new elections will be the great challenge. And Rroma performances will be 

interesting to be seen as a result of the two elites cooperation and competition.           


